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Ethiopia: Three-day US Conference spotlights Ethiopia's future 
By Peter Clottey, VOA 
 
 
A three-day conference that focused on good governance, peace and security 
as well as sustainable development in Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa ended 
over the weekend in Arlington, Virginia. 
 
Aklog Birara, a senior advisor at the World Bank and an organizer of the 
conference, said it was a soul-searching conference, adding that Ethiopia’s 
future and that of the Horn of Africa will largely depend on the talent 
pool of experts in the Diaspora. 
 
Birara said unity and dialogue among Ethiopians could help rebuilding efforts. 
 
“One of the areas that we tried to explore was we can’t just be constant 
critics. How is it that we can bridge relationships in order to contribute our 
part at least in building durable, strong-pluralized institutions in Ethiopia?  I 
think the fact is that we do not reach out to one another across ethnic lines. 
Dialogue among us, you know. And also dialogue between the 
opposition parties and government.  We need to really accentuate the 
reaching out,” Birara said. 
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